
gâtions. The cautions we urged in our recent editorial3
regarding extraordinary precaution in the whole technic
of the agglutination test are especially apt here. Strep¬
tococci have been most elusive in escaping all efforts to
obtain accurate knowledge as to their mode of action
and to learn any means of overcoming their effects.
Present failures must serve to stimulate further study
with confidence that in time the difficulties which have
so far been unsurmountable will be overcome.

PRIVATE PRACTICE AND HOSPITAL PRACTICE.
If one looks about him and considers the changes

which are taking place in medical education, it is easy
to see that there is a growing sentiment in favor of the
extension of the plan of employing as teachers in
medical colleges men who are not engaged in private
practice. In the better medical schools the chairs of
anatomy, physiology and pathology are already filled
with men who devote their whole time to teaching and
investigation. We understand that one of the Eastern
universities has recently appointed a physician to the
chair of internal medicine on the condition that he
cease to do private practice and devote himself entirely
to the work of the hospital and school. A leading uni-
versity in the Middle West has advocated strongly the
employment of two kinds of professors on its clinical
staff, first, professors who give all of their time and
energies to the university hospital and medical school,
and, second, professors who give a part of their time to
the hospital and medical school and the rest of it to
private practice.

The advantages of having both kinds of professors
in the clinical faculty are sufficiently obvious. Experi¬
ence in the fundamental branches has shown clearly the
advantage to the medical college of having men who,
unworried by the cares of private practice and unfa-
tigued by the labor the latter entails, have plenty of
time to teach their subjects adequately to medical stu¬
dents and beside to pursue original investigations which
contribute to the advancement of science in their particu¬
lar fields. There can be no question that internal medi¬
cine, surgery and obstetrics will be better taught than they
are now and that more rapid advances in diagnosis,
prognosis, pathogenesis and treatment will be made when
scientific men are similarly related to the clinical
branches in our universities. Such men, paid salaries
large enough to permit them to live respectably and
maintain their families properly, could divide their time
between the wards of the university hospital on the
one hand and the hospital laboratories and library on

the other, making observations in the former which
would lead to the planning and carrying out of experi¬
mental work in the latter. The results of the laboratory
work in turn would become applicable to improvement
in the methods of study and treatment in the wards.
The hospitals so used would probably be comparatively
small and especially designed for purposes of investiga-

3. The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 8, 1903.

tion; only a few diseases need be studied at any one

time, as the investigator prefers to confine his experi¬
mental researches to a rather small area for purposes
of concentration and intensive study rather than to dis¬
tribute his attention in any given period over too wide
a range. Workers in such research hospitals would
not wish to be hampered by "too much teaching ; they
would prefer to be influential by the example they set
of thoroughness and originality in procedure rather than
by precept. They would gather about them the more

advanced and more capable students and lead them into
the higher walks of clinical study. By publication of
the results of their own observations and experiments
they would extend their teaching to other cities and to
other lands far beyond the group of students in the
school which employed them.

Great as would be the power of a few men of original
ideas with strong personality in such research hospitals,
the medical school would need also the teaching which
the private practitioner of the better sort is so well pre¬
pared to give. For private practice is very different
from hospital practice, at any rate as the latter exists at
present. The hospital physician sees chiefly people who
are very sick, men and women who are confined to bed
with acute or severe chronic disease. Only in the out¬
patient department of the hospital does he see the minor
ailments with which private practice has so largely to
deal ; further, in that department the cases are those of
charity patients whose slight ailments differ largely from
those from which the more well-to-do classes suffer, and
when they are the same the treatment has to be very
different, perforce, for the poor from that employed for
those who are able to pay. The private practitioner is
appealed to by men and women in active business or

social life in the beginnings of disturbances ; his patients
are very often not incapacitated, but they are not well;
they desire to be told how to correct their lives, what
to eat, how much exercise to take and the like. While
it is true that the physician in private practice when a

teacher in a medical school can not show these patients
to his pupils any more than the hospital teacher can,
still he sees such patients daily and he can tell his stu¬
dents about them and give them at least some inkling
of the best way of handling them. The systematic, vig¬
orous, scientific training of the investigator in the re¬
search hospital can thus be most profitably supplemented
by the intuition, tact and experience of the successful
private practitioner.

COMPULSORY POSTMORTEMS.
Every physician must have experienced the feeling

that is expressed in the following from a daily news-

paper editorial. It is entitled "Compulsory Postmor-
tems\p=m-\TheyWould Weed Out Criminally Ignorant Doc-
tors and Add Vastly to Medical Knowledge":

When a human being dies this should be the first thought in
the mind of the lawmaker and of the bereaved relatives: how
can this death, which now causes individual sorrow, be made
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